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ANATOMICAL EPONYMS. By Jessie Dobson, B.A., M.Sc. Second Edition. (Pp. 235. 30s.)
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1962.
A FASCINAlINOi 1)ook to read, dip inito, or consult, and an essential one to use if eponymous
anatomical terms are to be attributed correctly. A total of 728 names are recorded, with,
where possible, a short biographical sketch and dates of birth and death of the individual,
together with associated anatomical structures. It is interesting to note that each letter of
the alphabet, with the excepion of "X," is represeilted starting with "Abernethy" and
ending with "Zuckerkandll." The names are of European origin (including Russia and Great
Britain aind Ireland within that term), with the one exception of "Tawara" from Japan.
Historically the period covered ranges from antiquity to modern times. Few doctors will
associate the tendo Achillis-tendo calcaneus, wvith the name of Hippocrates (460-367 B.C.).
Aristotle (384-322 B.C.), the great comparative anatomist and embryologist, has not a
single anatomical structure named after him, and so is not included in the book. The wine
press of Herophilus (335-280 B.C.) will no doubt be familiar to most medical men. It is
a matter perhaps for local pride that Symington (A.D. 1851-1924) is commemorated by
association with the ano-coccygeal body. The most recent writers whose names are noted
are Keith (A.D. 1866-1955), who shares with Flack (A.D. 1882-1931) in English anatomical
literature, and Walter Koch (b. A.D. 1880) in the German literature the attribution of the
sino-atrial node. -This is not the only instance of a single structure having more than one
attribution. Another source of confusion is that occasionally several structures are named
after a single individual, and again different individuals of the same name have been
confused by other writers. Incorrect attributions by previous authors are here corrected,
and a very high level of accuracy has been aimed at and attained throughout the book.
Two minor misprints seem to be the only flaws of this nature; on page seventeen, under the
name "Balbiani," nucleus is spelt nucleutr, and on page one hundred and fifty-one, under
the name of 'Nansen," the famous explorer, neurornes are spelt meurones.
A good case can be made out for the ietention of some eponymous anatomical terms,
as for example, the Eustachian tube, the Wolffian and Mtillerian ducts, where there is a
long standing and world-wide use of such terms. Perhaps the names of physicians like
Thomas Wharton and Francis Glisson, who remained on duty in London during the Great
Plague, deserve to be retained in everyday use. It is however quite unrealistic to expect
that each and every structure which at one time or another has been named after one
individual or another, can be used in anatomical terminology which aims to be understood
throughout the world. Nor could medical students be expected to remember such names if
they were recorded. The comparison of anatomical usage with botanical and zoological usage,
where personal names are often incorporated into the designation of a species, as for example
"Burchell's zebra," is a false one. Individual body structures cannot be equated with
whole species of plants or animals. No matter what is said against the use of eponymous
terms they continue to be used, especially by clinical teachers. This book will help all who
have an interest in the historical side of medicine to add to their store of knowledge,
and in the wider field should be of interest to most graduate and undergraduate students
who are intrigued by the uncommon eponym. It can be strongly recommended for its
intrinsic interest alone. w. R. M. M.
ORAL AND DENTAL DISEASES. By Hubert H. Stones. Fourth Edition. (Pp. xx + 1,056;
figs. 947. 130s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1962.
THIS book is a worthy successor to the previous edition, even more comprehensive it covers
the entire field on dental medicine.
The frequency with which new editions have been published indicates both the progress
in this field, and the awareness of the author of the desirability of keeping the reader up to
date. To the teacher it is a necessity as a reference, to the senior student, and those working
for higher degrees, invaluable, and to the general practitioner a very present help in time
of trouble, for here, no matter how obscure or unusual the condition or how rare in ordinary
practice, he wNill find enlightenment and help, yet in those matters where there is a variety
195of opinion as in the procedure of root filling, the author is not dogmatic, but gives a fair
appraisal of the systems as taught in different schools.
The arrangements of the sections is excellent, and the description of the various conditions
clear. This, together with the plates, greatly assists the general practitioner in the differential
diagnosis of the condition with which he is confronted. The treatment indicated is as
a rule brief but sufficient, but the main value to him is determining diagnosis. It is not
primarily a book on operative dental surgery.
It is recommended to every general dental practitioner who wishes to keep abreast of
current thought and will enable him to deal with the unexpected. J. c. s.
PRACTICAL INTRODUCTION TO MICROBIOLOGY. By E. Margery Lindsay, B.Sc.,
Ph.D. (Pp. xxvii + 227; photos 14; figs. 26. 45s.) London: Spon, 1962.
IN recent years a knowledge of microbiology has become essential for workers in many
different disciplines. The importance of the subject in relation to medicine and agriculture
is well known. That the growth of micro-organisms may produce problems for engineers
may come as a surprise to many of us.
Engineers in industry, particularly chemical and biochemical engineers, have to deal with
such problems and they find difficulty in tackling them because they lack the knowledge of
the characteristics of the various organisms concerned.
Dr. Lindsay's book was written with the object of supplying the necessary information.
It covers a very wide field, ranging from a classification and description of micro-organisms,
enzymology, cultural and other techniques, correlated activities of micro-organisms and
microbiological estimation of natural products. The information given is necessarily selected
and condensed since it is contained in a volume of 227 pages.
Hospital engineers do( not seem to be catered for as the section on sterilisation is brief
and incomplete, and althouglh there is a description of an autoclave, there is no mention
of the necessity of the proper method of using it or of testing its efficiency.
Valuable space is given to a description of the method of performing the Rideal-Walker
test for estimation of the strength of antiseptics, a test which is regarded nowadays as
being of limited value.
Northern Irish readers Nvould not agree with the statement (page 122) that flax fibres
are composed mainly of lignin; they are in fact mainly composed of cellulose.
Much useful miscellaneous information may be gleaned from the pages of this book and
for those who wish to gain a thorough knowledge of any branch of the subject, an adequate
bibliography is to be found at the end of each chapter.
The illustrations are good, the printing is clear, and the book is pleasant to handle. E. 0. B.
MENTAL RETARDATION: RESEARCH PUBLICATION OF ASSOCIATION FOR RESEARCH IN
NERVOUS AND MENTAL DISEASE. Volume 39. (Pp. xii + 331; figs. 73. 120s.) London:
Bailliere, Tindall & Cox, 1962.
THESE papers are a record of the Association meeting held in December, 1959, in New York.
This was concerned with a "consideration of those conditions given innately through genetic
determinants or as they occur in the early developmental processes of the growing foetus or
infant which lead to arrest or limitation of cerebral development so as to preclude the
successful evolution of an intellectual capacity adequate for an independent social existence."
These wide terms allowed a group of competent, and often distinguished, workers to review
a wide range of subjects. Some of these papers, such as morphological criteria of growth and
maturation of the nervous system by Yakovlev, cerebral birth injury by Dekaban and a
discussion by Zuelzer of bilrubin metabolism and birth injury, range over a wide field.
Others, such as that on the somatic chromosomes in mongolism by Lejeune and Turpin,
record briefly advances in rapidly developing fields. There is an altogether too brief report
by Windle on his most important work on the structural and functional sequelae of asphyxia
neonatorum as found in monkeys in his research station in Puerto Rico. Physical disturbances
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